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 P.O. Box 873308 

Tempe, Arizona 85287-3308 

480-965-7668 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2020 
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY RETIREES ASSOCIATION 

BOARD MEETING 
 
Board Members Present: Larry Carlson, Evelyn Cesarotti, Jeffrey Chapman, Carl Cross, Jean Duncan, 
Larry Edmonds, Mark Henderson, Frank Koonce, Jo Madonna, Jill Massara, Connie McNeill, Trudy Perez, 
Jan Thompson, Jane Carey 

 
Board Members Absent: Kathy Gunn (excused) 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: Don Nilsen 

 
Committee Chairs Present: Bev Buddee, Dick Jacob, Barry McNeill, Jeri Meeks, Joy Sherman 

 
Guests Present: Pat Schneider 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

President Carl Cross called the meeting to order at 10:01 am. The meeting was held via 
Zoom. 

 
II. INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME TO GUESTS 

Pat Schneider introduced herself. She is past secretary and active with Jeri Meeks on the 
Government Liaison Committee. All board members, Ex-Officio, and Committee Chairs present 
introduced themselves. 

 
III. ADOPTION OF TODAY’S AGENDA 

   Approved unanimously to adopt today’s agenda. 
 

IV. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF MARCH 10, 2020 BOARD 
MEETING 
Minutes stand approved as written. 

 
V. FINANCIAL REPORT/TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer, Jill Massara 

There were no questions on the report. 
 

VI. EX-OFFICIO REPORTS (5 minutes or less, please) 
• ASU Alumni Association – John Davis  

No report 

• Emeritus College – Don Nilsen  
No report 

• Human Resources – Judy Cato 
No report 

• University Club Liaison – Carl Cross 
The University Club is shut down due to the COVID-19 virus. 

• University Liaison – Kendra Burton 
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No report 

• University Senate – Representative to be announced 

• University Staff Council – Representative to be announced 

 
VII. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS (5 minutes or less please) 

• Community Outreach Committee – Subcommittee reports 
o Adopt-A-Family – Ginny Sylvester 

No report 
o Scholarship Committee - Joy Shearman 

The 2020-21 scholarship recipient has been selected.  She is a single mother and is a 
social work major and intends to pursue her master’s degree in Social Work. 

o Video History Project – Barry McNeill 
Some histories are ready for editing. 

 

• Events Committee & Subcommittee Reports 
o Events Committee Coordination – Trudy Perez 

Events are just getting organized for the coming year. 
o Luncheon & Special Events – Trudy Perez 

The Annual Meeting is being combined with the Meet and Greet and will be held at 
Ability 360 on September 8, 2020. (Cancelled see Unfinished Business). 

o Seminars – Bev Buddee 
A Panel discussion was scheduled to be held at the Meet and Greet on September 8, 
2020 but has been cancelled. There will be an open enrollment seminar via Zoom on 
September 22, 2020. Connie McNeill will give her Technical Tools seminar (which was 
cancelled in the spring) via Zoom in March. 

o Pre-retirement Seminars – Trudy Perez 
There is a pre-retirement seminar on September 14, 2020 on Financial information for 
retirees.  It will be broadcast on Zoom. HR is working with Midfirst Bank, Medicare and 
Social Security offices.  The Bank will host a seminar on Fraud. 

o Travel – John Brock 
John was absent, but Jeff Chapman said that although he really liked OATS (Overseas 
Adventure Travel Service), they did not refund monies for cancelled tours. Instead they 
will keep the money for future tours. Apparently, this is standard procedure for travel-
related agencies. 

• Finance Committee – Jill Massara 
o Book Collection – Mary Stevens 

No report 

• Government Liaison Council 
o Legislature – Jeri Meeks, Pat Schneider 

The legislative session was cut short due to COVID-19.  All bills that were of interest to 
ASURA were left unheard.  Jeri did attend a zoom meeting of the Council on Aging 
where many issues facing Nursing facilities were discussed.  The virus has put these 
facilities in jeopardy.  Such important issues as facility redesign, care practices and 
image projection were discussed at length. 

 

• Health Insurance Liaison Council 
o ASRS – Dick Jacob 

See attached report 

 
o ADOA – Larry Carlson 

Larry said that he visited ADOA about COBRA and learned that COBRA could save a good 
bit of money over private/marketplace insurance. 
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• Membership and Communications Committee – Subcommittee Reports 
o E-News – Barry McNeill 

No report 

 
o Membership Update – Connie McNeill 

See attached report. Also, Connie discussed the spring membership drive which is 
usually launched on May 15.  However, the ASU Foundation is migrating to new 
software for accepting online payments and ASURA will not have a working version until 
around May 22, 2020. Therefore, the launch will be delayed until May 31, 2020.  There 
are many opportunities to renew membership through September. Therefore, missing 
June 30, 2020 (the initial due date) will not cause a member to be purged. 

 
o Obituaries – Becky Reiss 

No report 

 
o Prime Times – Jeannette Robson 

The deadline schedule is attached. 

 
o Web Site and Database – Connie McNeill 

See above. 

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• After a long discussion of the potential impact of COVID-19 on the September 8, 2020 
combined Meet and Greet and Annual Meeting, Connie McNeill moved to cancel the 
event, Jill Massara seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Trudy Perez will 
contact Ability 360 to let them know. We will determine when and where to handle 
face-to-face events in the fall when we know more about the status of the virus. 

• Although we discussed the funding of the ASURA scholarship in March, we neglected to 
vote on the funding. Jill Massara made a motion to fund the scholarship, Jo Madonna 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

• The AROHE event that was scheduled for October, 2020 at ASU was postponed until 
October, 2021.  Our video history project will still be in consideration for an award. 
Connie McNeill moved to fund the $120.00 AROHE membership fee for the coming year, 
Trudy Perez seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

• The board agreed to ratify the list of committee chairs. Almost all of the former 
chairs agreed to continue.  

• Dick Jacob is serving on the ASRS board to entertain RFP bids for insurance 
provision for the state of Arizona for the next five years. The bids are for both 
self-insurance record keeping and full provision of insurance. Seven companies 
have submitted bids. 

• The key-card door lock was obsolete and needed to be replaced. The cost was 
 $649 which was approved by the board through email on April 2, 2020. 

• The question was posed about the possibility of ASU recognizing the video 
history project.  Trudy Perez said that Patricia Rosciano, in the President’s office, 
is in charge of awards.  Trudy will contact Patricia. 

• At the executive board meeting a discussion was held about the feasibility of 
using Zoom for all future board meetings.  Even if we are able to meet face-to-
face it would be nice to have zoom available for those who live far away or may 
be concerned about health issues.  Barry and Carl will do some research to 
determine if this is feasible. 
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• The University of Arizona Retirees Association is only going to publish their 
newsletter online.  Connie and others supported keeping the printed version that 
we mail out. It is a good outreach tool and many retirement-aged folks may not 
have access to or be comfortable with online resources.   

• There is a tri-fold flyer that the ASURA board uses for outreach.  Carl Cross 
could not find a current one online.  Jan Thompson said that Jeanette Robson in 
the ASURA office handles this and she is working on the 2020-21 version. 
 

X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Next Meeting – September 8, 2020 (zoom) 
9:15 am Executive Committee 
10:00 am Board Meeting 

 
XI. ACTION ITEMS 

None 
 

XII. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:16 am. 
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