
 

Minutes of the 

ANNUAL MEETING   

Arizona State University Retirees Association 

April 16, 2016, 11:30am - 2:00pm 

 

Prior to the beginning of the formal meeting, members in attendance enjoyed 
time for casual conversation and lunch. 

Welcome and Lunch – Jim Fordemwalt 

President Jim Fordemwalt welcomed guests and opened the lunch line. 

Remarks and Association Overview – Jim Fordemwalt 

President Fordemwalt formally opened the meeting at 12:00 by welcoming 
everyone and asking past presidents to stand and be recognized.  He then 
recognized and thanked Board officers and members, committee chairs, 
office staff and the many volunteers who support the Association and carry 
out its functions.   

Remarks by Scholarship Recipient Kazuko Niimi 

Scholarship Committee Chair Sue Blumer thanked the organization and the 
members of the Scholarship Committee for making the scholarship 
possible.  Sue introduced Kazuko Niimi, 2015-16 Scholarship recipient. 
 
Kazuko, a junior in the School of Engineering of Matter, Transport & Energy, 
thanked the Association for providing the scholarship.  Kazuko was born, 
raised and educated in Japan.  In 1998 she moved with her husband and 
family to the United States.  The Japan earthquake and tsunami of 2011 
with the resulting nuclear disaster had a profound effect on Kazuko, causing 



 2 

her to think about the future of energy and to choose chemical engineering 
as her career.  Kazuko described herself as a wife, a mother, a student, and 
a practical thinker with a unique ability to apply life lessons, believing that 
she will be a better engineer because of her life experiences.  A quote from  
Booker T. Washington, “Success is to be measured not so much by the 
position that one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has 
overcome,” sums up her life view.  She is looking forward to making an 
impact on the world for good.   
 

Video History Project Interview Clips 
 
Project Committee Chair Dave Scheatzle introduced the committee 
members and thanked them for their work.  He then noted that the Video 
History Project began as an effort to record the history of ASU’s 
development through the people who were part of it and has continued 
that process.  He showed clips from recent interviews to give the audience 
a sense of the Project and the interview process.  Dave also demonstrated 
how to access the interviews for viewing from the ASU Library Archives. 
 

Remarks by Dr. Zuhdi Jasser, M.D., Founder and President of the American 
Islamic Forum for Democracy 

 
Jim Fordemwalt introduced Dr. Zuhdi Jasser.   
 
Dr. Jasser described Islamism as a politicized religion with the goal of 
creating Islamic states.  Salafi jihadism is a transnational religious-political 
ideology with a goal of returning to (what adherents believe to be) “true” 
Suni Islam – the way it was at the time of Mohammed.  The threat of a 
politicized religion running a country is that laws are made up to enforce 
beliefs and repress any alternate beliefs.  All Imams come from one 
religious school so that while some of them do not teach violence, they all 
have the same basic message teaching anti-Americanism, anti-Semitism, 
anti-nationalism and that American imperialism is the cause of all the 
world’s problems.  Children are indoctrinated from an early age for total 
allegiance to the faith.  They are taught to die for their faith and not their 
country, so radicalization becomes an easy process.  The Muslim 
community is also taught the ideology that anyone arrested is being 
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targeted by the police for their faith.  Dr. Jasser then talked about a multi-
prong approach to fight against radicalized Islamic movements.  First is a 
separation of “mosque and state,” the separation of theology and politics, 
and then the need to address the core ideologies of Islam, focusing on 
tolerance.  There must be a unified Western vision (all political parties and 
leadership) in dealing with radical Islam.  The “hands off” policy of the 
current administration over the last 7 years has clearly not been effective.  
Additionally, the Muslim community should not be isolated or ostracized to 
become angry breeding grounds for jihadists.  And there must be change 
within the Muslim community.  To that end, the Muslim Reform Movement 
is gaining momentum.  This is an international initiative of Muslims who 
stand for a “respectful, merciful and inclusive interpretation of Islam” and 
who are seeking to transform their communities based on 3 principles: 
peace, human rights, and secular governance.  A copy of the Muslim 
Reform Movement Declaration is attached to this document.  There is hope 
in the fight against radical Islam, but we will need to work together to 
accomplish change. 
 

Introduction of New Board Members and Officers by 2016-17 ASURA President 
Barbara White 
 

Jim Fordemwalt introduced Barbara White, the incoming President of the 
Association.  Barbara thanked Jim for his service last year and then 
introduced new Board members.  Barbara noted that ASU had recently 
appointed an Officer for Wellbeing and suggested that the theme for this 
coming year could be “Wellbeing” in all its permutations – membership, 
finances, and outreach.  She encouraged members to actively participate in 
the Association by volunteering their time and talents, by reaching out to 
friends and colleagues considering retirement and sharing the good news 
about ASURA, and by making suggestions about fundraising and other 
events, future seminar topics, travel, etc.  “We are about the members, we 
need to hear from you!”   
Barbara concluded the meeting, thanking the speaker and audience for 
their participation. 
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