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MINUTES OF DECEMBER 12, 2012 

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY RETIREES ASSOCIATION 

BOARD MEETING 

 

Board Members Present:  Barry Bruns, Barbara Bradford Eschbach, Elmer Gooding, 

Dick Jacob, Dick Kelly, Gary Kleemann, Jo Madonna, Barry McNeill, Bill Moor, 

Jeannette Robson, Dave Scheatzle, Dave Schwalm, Joy Shearman, Bill Stasi 

 

Absent:  Arthur Ashton, Wilma Mathews 

 

Ex-Officio Members Present: University Staff Council Representative Steve Potter, 

ASU Public Affairs Representative Abby Polito  

 

Committee Chairs Present:  Sue Blumer, Joan Leard, Val Peterson, Mary Stevens, 

Linda Van Scoy 

 

Executive Staff Present:  Carolyn Minner  

 

Guests Present: 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

President Bill Moor called the meeting to order at 10:05am. 

II. INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME TO GUESTS   

No guests attended today’s meeting. 

III.    ADOPTION OF TODAY’S AGENDA 

Dave Schwalm motioned that the agenda be accepted as presented and Gary 

Kleemann seconded the motion.  The agenda was accepted unanimously. 

 

IV. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 14, 2012  BOARD 

MEETING  

No corrections were requested for the November meeting minutes.  Barry Bruns 

made a motion to approve the minutes and Joy Shearman seconded the motion.  

The minutes were approved as submitted. 

V. SPECIAL REPORT AND REVIEW OF WORK DONE BY THE AD HOC       

COMMITTEE ON BYLAWS 

 This committee was chaired by Mary Stevens and other members were David 

Schwalm, Elmer Gooding, and Connie McNeill.  Chair Mary Stevens presented a 

draft of the corrected and revised ASURA Bylaws developed by the committee.  

Each section was read, discussed and some motions made and voted upon to make 

changes as follows: 

 Article I.  Name – Elmer Gooding motioned that the words “or the 

Association herein” be added to the end of the sentence.  Bill Stasi seconded 

the motion and it passed unanimously.  That sentence now reads “The name of 
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this organization shall be The Arizona State University Retirees Association, 

also referred to as ASURA or the Association herein.” 

 Article II, F – A discussion was held about how to incorporate language that is 

more inclusive of additional ASURA programs, activities and initiatives, such 

as the video history project, the ASURA History, and the photo archive. 

Several ideas for wording were discussed.  Bill Stasi motioned that the last 

sentence in this section be amended to read “To sponsor educational, 

charitable, service, historical, and other programs relating to interests of 

ASURA retired members.”  Bill Moor seconded the motion and it was 

approved unanimously. 

 Article III. A. Eligibility – A discussion was held about whether ASURA 

members who did not retire from ASU should be eligible to serve on the 

ASURA Board.  To bring the issue to a vote Dick Jacob made a motion that 

ASURA members who are not retired from ASU shall not be eligible to serve 

on the Board.  Bill Moor seconded the motion.  It failed unanimously. 

 Article III. B. Dues, Second Paragraph – Dick Jacob made a motion to strike 

the second paragraph in this section. Barry McNeill seconded the motion and 

this motion passed unanimously. 

 Bill Moor motioned that the ASURA Board accept the Bylaws as amended 

and Bill Stasi seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Bill 

Moor thanked the committee for the work.  The committee will now move 

forward and ask the ASURA membership to vote on the adoption of these 

revised and amended Bylaws. 

 The ASURA Secretary was asked to document in these Minutes the concept 

that a dues paying member is a voting member of the Association. 

 

VI. FINANCIAL REPORT / TREASURER’S REPORT – CAROLYN MINNER, BARRY 

BRUNS 

No changes were requested for the financial report.  Barry McNeill motioned that 

the report be approved as presented and Bill Stasi seconded the motion.  The 

financial report was approved as submitted. 

 

VII. EX-OFFICIO REPORTS 

 Human Resources - Sheree Barron or designee 

No report 

 University Liaison – Abby Polito 

Abby reported that a more moderate legislative session is expected now that 

elections are over.  The report that she sent out with this meeting’s materials 

provide an overview/summary legislative issues that Public Affairs expects.  

Upcoming dates that ASURA members may find of interest are:  January 8
th

, 

the Legislative Advocacy Breakfast at 7:30am and February 12
th

, the Day at 

the Capitol. 

 University Senate 

No report. 

 University Staff Council – Steve Potter 
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Steve reported that the Staff Council is actively engaged in the reaccreditation 

of ASU.  He also reported that ASU Human Resources is considering doing 

away with the category of “service professionals” and all would be known as 

“employees.”  The Staff Council is creating a fund for “Staff Helping Staff” to 

be used to assist staff members in financial emergency situations. 

VIII. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Community Outreach Committee - Subcommittee Reports 

 Adopt-A-Family - Joan Leard 

Joan reported that she delivered gifts in November to the two families 

that ASURA adopted for this year.  One family is that of an ASU 

returning/reentry student who is a single mother with three children 

and the other family is from Tempe and includes a father, mother and 

two children.  Gifts for the holiday season will be delivered to these 

families very soon.  Joan also asked if funding for this program could 

be increased to $2000/year, as it was in the recent past.  Barry McNeill 

motioned that the Adopt-A-Family be increased to $2000 for the 

current year and Jo Madonna seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 Emeritus College Liaison – Dick Jacob 

No report. 

 

 Scholarship Committee - Sue Blumer 

Sue reported that the announcement advertising the ASURA 

scholarship is out in the Scholarship Office.  Sue suggested that a 

question for future discussion is whether on-line students should be 

eligible for the ASURA scholarship.  Sue Blumer will research 

whether or not it is possible for ASU students to earn a degree on-line.  

 

 University Club Liaison - Designee 

No report.   

 

 Video History Project - Linda Van Scoy 

Linda reported that two interviews have been completed since the last 

meeting and two more are scheduled.  The space that was designated 

for use as an interview room is not a good space for this purpose.  

Linda will look into whether the room that is currently being used as 

storage space for the book sale can be used for the interviews and the 

storage changed to the other room.  The noise from airplanes flying 

overhead during the interviews may pose a problem however.  She will 

report back on this issue once more is known. 

   

B. Events Committee and Subcommittee Report 

 Luncheons & Special Events – Barbara Bradford Eschbach 

The upcoming Holiday Potluck will be the last one that can be held in 

the classroom.  Other options will need to be explored for next year.  
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Barbara also announced that the Fashion Show and Brunch will be 

held on May 9
th

.  Details about this event will be announced at a later 

date. 

 

 Retirees Day – Barry McNeill 

This February 23, 2013 event marks the 20
th

 year for this popular 

program.  The committee would like to invite previous chairs of 

Retirees Day to this year’s event and requests that ASURA pay for 

these registration fees.  Gary Kleemann made the motion and it was 

seconded by Elmer Gooding.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 Seminars – Gary Kleemann 

Gary reported that one more seminar is planned for March and the 

topic will be financial issues for retirees. 

 

 Travel – Bill Stasi 

Six people are signed up for The Great Rivers of Europe Trip and they 

would like more.  The Ultimate Africa trip has 10 people signed up.  

The committee is working on a day trip for sometime in January and it 

will likely be the last day trip of the year. 

 

C. Finance Committee – Mary Stevens 

 The 4
th

 quarter report will not be available until after December 31
st
.   

 

 Golf Tournament – Dave Schwalm 

David reported that the golf tournament had a net profit of about 

$2500 and approximately 1/3 of that will be shared with the Winkle 

Foundation.  The committee is still waiting for a few checks to clear 

before an exact dollar amount is able to be known.  The committee 

will seek additional sponsors for the 2013 tournament. 

 

D. Government Liaison Council 

 ASRS General – Dick Jacob 

Dick submitted a written summary of ASRS issues.  ASRS is looking 

into becoming self-insured; a PBI (permanent benefit increase) will 

not be made in the near future; a report about a defined benefit vs. a 

defined contribution plan is due in the Governor’s Office in January 

but the issue may just die. 

. 

 Legislature - Jerry Aronson 

No report.   

 

E. Health Insurance Liaison Council – Arthur Ashton and Robert Moroney 

(ADOA), Rose Minetti (ASRS) 

No report. 
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F. Membership and Communications Committee – Subcommittee Reports 

 

 Membership Update - Elmer Gooding 

ASURA membership is down compared to last year at this same time.  

 

 Prime Times – Jeannette Robson  

Jeannette passed out a list of the deadline dates for submissions for 

upcoming issues of Prime Times. She also asked that articles be 

submitted for Retirees Day, the ASURA Scholarship Program and the 

Adopt-A-Family Program. 

 

 History Committee – Val Peterson 

Val provided an outline of the ASURA History’s content and asked 

that feedback be submitted to him. 

  

 Web Site and Database – Barry McNeill 

Barry reported work continues with the ASU Foundation to allow on-

line payment for events and dues.  It is hoped that this option will be 

possible within the last six months of the year.  

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

X. NEW BUSINESS 

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Next Meeting – The next Board Meeting will be held on January 9, 2013.. 

XII. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:55am. 

 

 

 






































